
Film Review Assignment - History 108 
 

As your syllabus states, one of your assignments for this semester is to 

critically review three of the following films.  Since a basic knowledge of the 

era being presented is helpful, I would suggest you wait until the era is 

introduced to do this assignment.  The films are grouped in historical order 

and must be chosen in that order.  It would be a good idea to gather outside 

data on the films before you watch them.  For example, go to a web site on 

“Jesuits in Canada” or the “Mohican Indians” and then watch The Black Robe 

or Last of the Mohicans.  It will help to give you a more informed “eye” as to 

the accuracy of the film.  Feel free to use the internet or outside data - 

just be sure to “quote” what you find and give the source (in parenthesis 

after quote is fine).  I do not expect you to know-it-all, but do not plagiarize.  

Give credit where credit is due.  Its ok! 

 

The reviews should be approximately two to three pages in length, typed in 

12 font, and double spaced.  They may be handed in anytime earlier than the 

due date on your syllabus.  Be sure to pick your film from the appropriate 

section!  

 

I have watched these films.  I do not want to know what happens in them. 

(ie. no “book reports”)     Answer these four topics in order  

1. How does the film portray the period and events it describes?  

2. Based on the text, lecture, and the internet to what extent is the film 

accurate?  

3. What is left out of the story?  

4. What did the film add to your understanding of the period it covered 

(or did it add anthing)? 

 

 Be specific and substantiate your observations with specific facts from 

the film.   

 You must also include at least two short quotes from your text in addition 

to any internet information, etc.  Be sure to put the page number you are 

referring to. One letter grade off for not including this. 

 Remember an opening statement and a closing statement 

 Film names are underlined or italicized, not “quoted” 

 

The  library has an excellent collection of the KPBS American History series 



on video.  If you wish to watch the videos which correspond to the periods 

represented in these films and compare or contrast what is presented, that 

would be fine.  They are an excellent way to supplement the class and 

readings. 

 

Films: 

 

First film review: 

 

 Christopher Columbus 

 1492 (Columbus) 

 The Black Robe (Canada, French Jesuits in early 17C) 

 The Crucible (Colonial period) 

 Last of the Mohicans (Colonial period) 

 

 

Second film review: 

 

 April Morning (Revolutionary War) 

 The Patriot (Revolutionary War) 

 The Crossing (Revolutionary War) 

 Alamo - 13 Days to Glory (West) 

 How the West was Won (West) 

Episodes 1, 2, and 3 of the John Adams series (answer 5 questions on  

sheet given) 

 

Third film review: 

 

 Gods and Generals (Civil War) 

 Roots (Civil War) 

 Amistad (CW) 

 A Woman Called Moses (CW) 

 Gettysburg (CW) 

 Glory (CW) 

 Andersonville (CW) 

 Red Badge of Courage (CW) 

 The Day Lincoln Was Shot (CW) 

  



 


