
Chapter 6

Music



Overview

Musical Elements

The Varieties of Musical Experience



Musical Elements

 Tone

 Notes

 The Scale

 Rhythm – musical time

Melody – musical line

 Harmony – musical space

 Silence



The Varieties of Musical 

Experience

 A Bach Fugue

 Beethoven’s Genius

 Art Songs

 Folk Songs

 Spirituals

 Ragtime

 Jazz

 Blues

 Popular Songs

 Rock

 Rap

 Hip-Hop

World Music

 Avant-garde Music



Musical Elements - Tone

Basic element of music

Produced by human voice

Produced by instruments

Perhaps inspired by nature as imitation 

of



Musical Elements - Notes

Tones that are written down

Translates to writing what the ear hears

They are the building blocks of music



Musical Elements - The Scale

Orderly progression of tones

Western culture uses 8 interval scale

(do-re-me-fa-so-la-ti-do)

Eastern culture uses 5 interval scale

Tones separated by intervals

Intervals – distance or relationship 

between two tones



Musical Elements - Rhythm

Greek word for flow

Refers to controlled movement of music in 
time

Alternation between stress and unstressed

Mortar that holds a work together

 “An adequate definition of rhythm comes 
close to defining music itself.”  Roger Sessions



Musical Elements - Melody

Element of music that makes the widest 

and most direct appeal

Pictured as the curve of the music



Musical Elements -

Characteristics of Melody

Range – distance between highest and 

lowest note

Shape – determined by the direction a 

melody moves

Movement – depends on melody 

moving stepwise or leaps to a tone 

several degrees away



Musical Elements - Harmony

Harmony is to music what perspective is 
to painting

 It introduced the impression of musical 
space

Pertains to the movement and 
relationship of intervals

Developed during Renaissance

 Inspired new art form: opera



Musical Elements - Silence

Emphasizes the shape of a tone

Similar to what empty space does for 

viewing sculpture a painting

Allows for musical intuition to work 

(feeling for the music)

Offers more structure to a musical work



A Bach Fugue

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Associated with Baroque Style

– Characterized by grandeur, elaboration, 

and embellishment

 In Music – technique invented: 

counterpoint

– Playing one melodic line against another –

both having equal value



Bach’s Style

Counterpoint

– Playing one melodic line against another

 Improvisation

– Spontaneous variations on a theme



Bach’s Style (cont’d)

Toccato

– “to touch” toccare; exploited resources of 

keyboard in display of chords & 

embellishments

Fugue

– Based on principle of imitation; strong 

theme pervades entire work; played in 

variety of voices



Opera

Had its roots in court entertainment of 

Renaissance

By 18th c even small cities had an opera 

house

Place of community pride & activity



Beethoven

Considered 

perhaps 

the best 

composer 

who has 

ever lived



Beethoven’s Genius

Beethoven influenced & taught by Haydn

Revolutionized symphony music

Symphony structured as

– Four unified movements making a whole work



Eroica

First example of unified four movements

Twice the length of Mozart’s Jupiter

Written with Napoleon in mind



Fifth Symphony 

Opus 67, No. 5 in C Minor

Four movements

Sometimes ominous, sometimes 

triumphant, the famous four-note 

pattern remains the recurring element 

that unites the symphony's four 

movements. 



Sixth Symphony

Opus 68, No. 6 in F Major (“Pastoral”)

Unusual five-movement structure

 Inspired by nature



Ninth Symphony

Composed when he was totally deaf

Twice the length of Eroica

Main theme of 4th movement – Ode to 

Joy



Art Songs

 Also known as concert songs

 Accessible musical experience

 Evolved like poetry, literature, visual arts

 Defined by rules

Written as concert pieces, thus

 Distinct from popular songs

Way to earn money for composers



Franz Shubert (1792-1828)

The Trout

Death and the Maiden

Ave Maria



Folk Songs

Not confined to rules

Offers individual & group identity

Enduring, passed down, tells a story



Ancient & Contemporary

The ancients told their stories through

song

Examples of contemporary folk singers 

tell the stories of our ages

– Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson, Amy Carol 

Webb, Joan Baez, Judy Collins, Nina 

Mouskouri



Folk Songs

Commemorative song (story)

Work song (release of tension)

Accumulation song (12 days of xmas)

Scoundrel song (billy the kid)



Spirituals

Also known as Gospel Music

Began w/African Americans expression 

of and need for identity

Expression of earthly sorrow and 

religious hope

Mahalia Jackson (1911-1972) 



Ragtime

Dates to turn of 20th c when American 

was marked by new wealth and prestige

Ragtime emerged from African 

American  communities

Marked by syncopation – melodic line 

played against accented beats of 

rhythm (not with the rhythm)



Jazz

Modification of ragtime

Marked by call and response pattern

Addition of blue notes – half tones added 

to the traditional five-tone African scale

This was a compromise with the 

European seven tone scale

New Orleans – Jazz capital of the world



Famous Jazz Musicians

Louis Armstrong

Charlie Parker

Miles Davis

Duke Ellington

George Gershwin

Wynton Marsalis



Blues

A sub-genre of jazz

Emphasis on the blue notes – the “blues”

Has its roots in the songs sung by slaves

Blues capital – Memphis, Tennessee

W.C. Handy

Bessie Smith



Age of Popular Song

1930’s & 40’s Big Bands

Designed for dancing either ballroom, 

foxtrot, jitterbug, mambo, or rumba

Six to nine minutes

32 measures

 Irving Berlin (writer)

Frank Sinatra (singer)



Rock

 Bill Haley & the Comets

 Elvis Presley

 Little Richard

 Chuck Berry

 Buddy Holly

 Jerry Lee Lewis

 Fats Domino

 Every Brothers

First and foremost a celebration of the joy of life, 

sexual release, and a call to rebellion against 

social rules



The Beatles

1964 Ed Sullivan Show debut

Unconventional in their day

Represented sincerity yet defiance

John Lennon and Paul McCartney were 

especially gifted song writers

George Harrison also wrote deeply felt 

poems



Hip-Hop

Term defines an entire lifestyle with 

different musical expressions

 It celebrates emotional release and 

living in the moment



Rap

Rap, hip-hop’s greatest contribution to music, 

is marked by half-sung, half-spoken music 

with a pronounced and steady supporting 

beat

Rap is also marked with great verbal dexterity

Very expressive of urban realities

At its best, it is virtuoso language and 

improvisational poetry set to a strong beat



World Music

 Diverse and contemporary, world music includes 

contributions from the world’s many cultures

Marked by experimentation with different

instruments, scales, voices, and techniques

 Also marked by sheer openness to the 

possibilities of creating new sounds

 Visit National Geographic’s World Music site: 
http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com/worldmusic/view/page.basic/home



Avant-garde Music

 Term referring to any movement in the arts dedicated 

to breaking with convention and discovering new 

forms

 Marked by creative and non-traditional use of 

electronic, human, and natural sounds

 Arnold Schoeberg’s Pierrot Lunaire

 Edgard Varese’s Hyperprism and Deserts

 Female composers and artists: Cathy Berberian, 

Joan LaBarbara, Greetje Bijma, Laurie Anderson, 

Meredith Monk




