
Finding Descriptive Statistics 
 

Give a set of data, you will be able to find the mean, median, Q1, Q3, standard deviation and more 
on your TI-83 or TI-84 calculator. 
 

Step 1: To access the STAT menu, press the STAT 
button. 

 
 

Step 2: Select the EDIT menu and number 1) Edit by 
hitting ENTER on the calculator keyboard (bottom 
right corner). 

 

 
 

Step 3: It’s now time to enter the data into one of 
the lists. Let’s choose to enter the data into L1 (the 
first list). But wait … maybe this list is already 
populated with data. 
 
If you have data in L1, here’s how to clear it out. 
Scroll up until your cursor is on L1. 

 
 
Push the CLEAR button and then the ENTER button. 

 
 

 

 

The list editor without data – ready and 
waiting for you data. 

 
Ooopppps … the list editor with data that 
needs to be cleared out. 

 
 



Step 4: O.K. enter the data in L1. Note: you can enter 
the data in any of lists, but for this example let’s use 
L1. 
 
To practice, let’s enter the following distribution of 
data in L1. 

 
 

 
 

 

Step 5: Now it’s time to calculate some descriptive 
statistics (i.e. mean, standard deviation, the five 
number summary, etc.). 
 
Push the STAT button again to bring back our menu 
choices. 
 

 

 
 

Step 6: Scroll over to the CALC menu. Since the first 
choice 1: 1-Var Stats is what we want, just hit the 
ENTER button on the keypad. 

 

 
 

Step 7: If your calculator screen DOES NOT look like 
the image to the right, skip this step and go to the 
next step. 
 

If your calculator screen DOES look like the image to 
the right, just hit ENTER three times to get the 
descriptive statistics, and skip to Step 9. 

 

 

 

Step 8: If your calculator says 1-Var Stats followed 
by a blinking cursor, your calculator wants you to 
enter the list where you stored the data. We stored 
the data in L1, so look above the number 1 on your 
keypad. You should see L1. To select L1 push the 2nd 
key followed by the 1 key. Then push the ENTER key. 

 
 

 

 



Step 9: You should now see a bunch of descriptive 
statistics. You can use the arrow pad to scroll up and 
down to see all of the data. Note: Sx represents the 
standard deviation that goes with the following 
formula. 
 

𝑆𝑆𝑥𝑥 = �∑(𝑥𝑥 − �̅�𝑥)2

𝑛𝑛 − 1
 

 
In this example the standard deviation is 4. and if 
you scroll down you should see that Q3 is 9. 

 

 
Here are some sample data sets for you to practice with. 
 
Example 1: (the standard deviation is 6.741998625, and Q3 is 15.5) 

 
 
 
Example 2: (the standard deviation is 4.732863826, and Q3 is 12) 

 
 
 
Example 3: (the standard deviation is 4.787805021, and Q3 is 15) 
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