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Cuyamaca College
Curriculum Committee Modification Statement on Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement
Whereas the Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement was authored by faculty in 2018-19, implemented in the 2021-2022 Cuyamaca catalog, and instituted by the College to promote diversity, equity, and critical thinking. 
Whereas Cuyamaca College currently has over three dozen courses that have been approved by the Curriculum Committee to meet the local Diversity Graduation Requirement.
Whereas since the time that the requirement was written and took effect, there have been substantive initiatives at the local and state level that accomplish similar goals as the original intent of the Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement.   
Whereas the College approved an Ethnic Studies department in 2021 and is currently hiring a full-time faculty member to lead that program.

Whereas the CSUs designed and implemented an Area F Ethnic Studies requirement for transfer. 

Whereas the California Community College Chancellor’s Office CCCCO approved a local Ethnic Studies degree requirement in 2021, which is slated to take effect in fall 2024, and which the initial documentation of that requirement suggests will align with Area F.
 
Whereas the implementation of our local Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement has presented some alignment barriers for students, as courses that meet the requirement are only approved at Cuyamaca College, students are sometimes unaware of that fact and learn that a Grossmont College course that they took does not actually satisfy the graduation requirement. 

Whereas the College has been asked by counselors and evaluation advisors to advise on how to address these barriers for students. 

Therefore, be it resolved that considering both the positive developments around Ethnic Studies at the College and state level, as well as the unintentional barriers that our local Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement has posed for some students, the curriculum committee recommends the following modifications to the local Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement and its related processes: 
· To remove barriers for students, allow all Grossmont College courses with the same numbers and titles as approved courses at Cuyamaca to fulfil the Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement. 
· Phase out the Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement when the local Ethnic Studies Graduation Requirement goes into effect. 
· Advise faculty who want to submit courses to be approved for the Cultural Diversity Graduation Requirement that while new courses will still be accepted, the requirement will likely be phased out in the near future. 
· Furthermore, if/when a Cuyamaca College course is submitted for Diversity Graduation Requirement evaluation, the Curriculum Technical Review Subcommittee will review the corresponding Grossmont College course to assess and advise faculty on alignment in content and objectives. 






