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ENGLISH 201 – IMAGES OF WOMEN IN LITERATURE 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Examines women and their roles in society as portrayed in various forms of literature, past and 
present. Students may read poetry, short stories, novels, plays, and view films which will provide them 
with a broad base for understanding the changing role of women throughout history. Works by 
significant male and female authors will be used, reflecting a broad spectrum of political, cultural and 
historical views. Authors sampled may include Jane Austen, George Eliot, Virginia Woolf, William 
Shakespeare, Amy Tan, Alice Walker, Sandra Cisneros, Norman Mailer, Thomas Hardy, Ernest 
Hemingway, Sylvia Plath, and others. 
 
Prerequisite 
None 
 
Recommended Preparation 
“C” grade or higher or “Pass” in ENGL 120 or equivalent 
 
Entrance Skills 
Without the following skills, competencies and/or knowledge, students entering this course will be 
highly unlikely to succeed: 
1) Critically read and analyze a text at the college level. 
2) Write college level essays which include an introduction, conclusion, thesis statement, support and 

include information taken from sources; MLA format. 
3) Recognize the major literary genres and their respective properties and use this knowledge in the 

analysis of women and literature. 
 
Course Content 
Examines women and their roles in society as portrayed in various forms of literature, past and 
present. Students may read poetry, short stories, novels and plays, as well as view films to provide a 
broad base for understanding the changing role of women throughout history. Works by significant 
male and female authors will be used reflecting a broad spectrum of political, cultural and historical 
views. Authors sampled may include Jane Austen, George Eliot, Virginia Woolf, William Shakespeare, 
Amy Tan, Alice Walker, Sandra Cisneros, Norman Mailer, Thomas Hardy, Ernest Hemingway, Sylvia 
Plath and others. 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Utilize vocabulary necessary for engaging in thoughtful analysis of the assigned literature in class 

discussion and written assignments (imagery, symbolism, style, etc.). 
2) Describe the many stereotypical ways women (and men) are portrayed in literature. 
3) Articulate knowledge of the historical, political and sociological context to gain better 

understanding women’s changing cultural roles in both oral and written analyses. 
4) Participate in critical discussions about literature in which students situate individual literary texts 

in their larger historical, cultural, social, and stylistic contexts and make thematic connections 
between the varied literary works studied. 
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5) Write critical analyses of the literature by making a claim (thesis) and supporting it with specific 

evidence from the text, documented in MLA format. 
6) Apply the multi-cultural perspectives of authors and their works in both oral and written analyses. 
 
Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration or, where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Quizzes and tests that require students to use necessary vocabulary to discuss the symbolic, literal, 

and inferred meaning of literary texts. 
2) Quizzes and tests that require students to discuss the historical, political and sociological contexts 

of literary texts, situate those texts in their changing cultural contexts, and analyze the 
stereotypical ways that women and men are portrayed in literature. 

3) Journals in which students respond to the literature and select relevant quotations to support their 
interpretations. 

4) Literary essays, written in correct MLA format, in which students use thesis statements and specific 
evidence from the texts to support a thoughtful analysis of the historical, cultural, social, and/or 
stylistic meaning of the literature. 

5) Reflection activities in which students examine their own learning and writing processes. 
6) Participation in class discussions in which students critically analyze major writers and the context 

in which the literature was produced. Discussion will also focus on students’ interpretations of the 
texts and how students make meaning of the literature and connect the literature to their own 
lives and cultures. 

 
Special Materials Required of Student 
1) Dictionary, thesaurus 
2) Electronic storage media 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
Smart classroom 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Lecture and discussion 
2) Small group discussion, exercises 
3) Peer commentary 
4) Journals 
5) Response papers 
6) Essays 
7) Research papers 
8) Oral presentations 
 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Reading assignments 
2) Written responses 
3) Essays 
4) Presentations 
 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative examples): 

a. Showalter, Elaine, ed. The Vintage Book of American Women Writers. Vintage Books, 2011. 
b. Gilbert, Sandra and Susan Gubar, eds. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The 

Traditions in English. 3rd edition. Norton, 2007. 



ENGL 201 Page 3 of 3 
 

c. Wiegmen, Robyn and Elena Glasberg. Gender and Literature: Thinking Critically Through Fiction, 
Poetry and Drama 1st edition. Pearson, 1999. 

d. Goodman, Elizabeth. Approaching Literature Series; Literature and Gender. 2nd edition. 
Routledge, 2015. 

e. Shaw, Susan. Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions: Classic and Contemporary Readings. 6th 
edition. McGraw-Hill, 2015. 

1) Supplemental (possible texts for selection): 
a. Novel(s) and other literary texts chosen by instructor 

 
Exit Skills 
Students having successfully completed this course exit with the following skills, competencies and/or 
knowledge: 
1) Recognize vocabulary necessary for understanding literature discussed (imagery, symbolism, style, 

etc.). 
2) Recognize and discuss representations of gender that conform to and resist dominant ideologies 

and/or norms. 
3) Apply knowledge of the historical, political and sociological context of the works to gain a better 

understanding of women’s changing roles. 
4) Recognize and make thematic connections between the varied literary works studied. 
5) Critically analyze and write about an individual work, making a claim and supporting it with specific 

evidence from the literary work itself. 
6) Recognize the multi-cultural perspectives of authors and their works as they pertain to women. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Analyze the social construction of gender in literary, historical, political, and/or sociological 

context(s). 
2) Interpret representation(s) of gender in literary texts through written assignments and/or oral 

discussions. 
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