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CUYAMACA COLLEGE 
COURSE OUTLINE OF RECORD 

 
 

ENGLISH 217 – FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Survey reading course of fantasy and science fiction, a unique literary genre with an unparalleled and 
still growing popularity. Reading selections cover a diverse spectrum of fantasy and science fiction. Oral 
and written discussion of readings and their relevance to current trends will be emphasized. Analytical 
or original creative writings will be included. 
 
Prerequisite 
None 
 
Recommended Preparation 
”C” grade or higher or “Pass” in ENGL 120 or equivalent 
 
Entrance Skills 
Without the following skills, competencies and/or knowledge, students entering this course will be 
highly unlikely to succeed: 
1) Critically read and analyze a text at the college level. 
2) Write college level essays which include an introduction, conclusion, thesis statement, support and 

information taken from sources; MLA format. 
3) Recognize the major literary genres and their respective properties and use this knowledge in the 

analysis of fantasy and science fiction. 
 
Course Content 
1) Reading, discussion and analysis of science fiction and fantasy short stories and novels, 

representing a broad sampling of themes (i.e., Aliens: almost human, mostly animal, invading 
aliens, alien first encounters, alien creation of “life,” alien worlds or mythical/magical creatures, 
sorcery, ghosts, demons, etc.) and authors (i.e., Swift, Wells, Burroughs, Verne, Tolkien, Lewis, 
Heinlein, Asimov, Clarke, Herbert, Le Guin, Vonnegut, Zelazny, etc.) 

2) Analysis of the literary forms of the genres of science fiction and fantasy and how they come 
together to create the sci fi/fantasy fiction, differentiating from other forms of popular fiction 

3) Outline the development of sci fi/fantasy fiction. Discuss historical, social, philosophical and 
cultural aspects that shaped the genres and changed through time with new generations of writers 
and readers 

4) Write short evaluative essays that explain how specific short stories and novels fit the sci fi or 
fantasy mode 

5) Give an oral presentation about a sci fi or fantasy novel not covered in class. Include information 
that illustrates how the novel meets genre requirements and its position within a historical time 
frame 

6) Write an analytical essay evaluating a particular novel OR create a short original sci fi or fantasy 
story that incorporates the defining factors of the genre 

 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Define and describe vocabulary necessary for understanding sci fi/fantasy fiction discussed in class. 
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2) Describe the evolution of sci fi/fantasy fiction in terms of theme, writing style and conventions as 

well as the historical, social, philosophical and cultural changes that contributed to its 
development. 

3) Identify the components that separate sci fi/fantasy fiction from other genres. 
4) Recognize the major themes of fantasy and science fiction in various genres (earlier science fiction 

magazines and pulp novels compared to modern short story, novel, cinema, etc.). 
5) Analyze literary components such as title significance, changes in the major character, nature of the 

central conflict, and uses of symbolism. 
6) Identify how sci fi/fantasy fiction can incorporate other genres (such as mystery) without losing its 

sci fi/fantasy focus. 
7) Evaluate in writing the general purpose of a work of fantasy and science fiction regardless of its 

topics, thematic content or style of presentation to perceive how it instructs and offers 
opportunities for learning and reaction. 

 
Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration or, where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Quizzes/tests that measure students’ ability to define and describe sci fi/fantasy vocabulary, 

describe the evolution of sci fi/fantasy novels, identify the components of sci fi/fantasy genres, 
analyze literary components, and evaluate in writing the general purpose of a work of sci fi/fantasy 
fiction. 

2) Participation that measures students’ ability to utilize new vocabulary, discuss the evolution of sci 
fi/fantasy fiction, identify the components of sci fi/fantasy genres, and analyze literary components 
in various texts. 

3) Oral report that measures students’ ability to identify a text that is part of the sci fi/fantasy genre, 
describe the text utilizing sci fi/fantasy vocabulary, situate the text in the evolution of sci fi/fantasy 
fiction, and discuss the literary components in the text. 

4) Learning journal that measures students’ ability to apply new vocabulary, identify a certain text in 
the evolution of sci fi/fantasy, identify and analyze sci fi/fantasy genre/literary components, and 
evaluate in writing the general purpose of a work of sci fi/fantasy fiction. 

5) Midterm and/or final exam (written) that measures students’ ability to define and describe 
sci fi/fantasy vocabulary, describe the evolution of sci fi/fantasy fiction, identify the components of 
the sci fi/fantasy genres, analyze literary components, and evaluate the general purpose of a work 
of sci fi/fantasy fiction. 

6) Final paper that measures students’ ability to critically analyze a particular text, illustrating the 
ability to identify and describe literary elements of sci fi/fantasy fiction using MLA citation OR to 
create a short work of sci fi/fantasy fiction that accurately incorporates elements of sci fi/fantasy 
fiction. 

 
Special Materials Required of Student 
1) Dictionary, thesaurus 
2) Electronic storage media 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
Smart classroom 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Lecture and discussion 
2) Small group discussion, exercises 
3) Peer commentary 
4) Journals 
5) Response papers 
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6) Essays 
7) Research papers 
8) Oral presentations 
 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Complete journals on reading assignments 
2) Read a novel not assigned in class, create a handout, and prepare to give an oral report 
3) Write one or more analytical and/or creative essay(s) 
4) Read textbook assignments and/or handouts and answer questions about the reading selections. 
5) Complete grammar and vocabulary assignments. 
 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative examples): 

a. Anthology: Evans, Arthur B. The Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction. Wesleyan, 2010. 
(Current edition). ISBN-10: 1137569565, ISBN-13: 978-1137569561 

b. Anthology: Rabkin, Eric. Science Fiction: A Historical Anthology. Oxford University Press, 1983. 
(Current edition). ISBN-10: 0195032721, ISBN-13: 978-0195032727 

c. Roberts, Adam. The History of Science Fiction: (Palgrave Histories of Literature), 2nd edition, 
Palgrave McMillan, 2016. ISBN-10: 11375695ISBN-10: 0195032721 

d. Individual works: 
1. Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass. Tribeca 

Books, 2015. ISBN-10:161293031X, ISBN-13: 978-1612930312 
2. Lewis, C.S. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Harper Collins, 2009. ISBN-10: 

0064404994, ISBN-13: 978-0064404990 
3. Tolkein, J.R.R. The Hobbit. Mariner Books, 2012. ISBN-10: 054792822X, ISBN-13: 978-

0547928227 
4. Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone. Arthur A. Levine Books, 1999. ISBN-10: 

0439708184, ISBN-13: 978-0439708180 
5. Adams, Douglas. The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. Del Rey, 2002. ISBN-10: 0345453743, 

ISBN-13: 978-0345453747 
2) Supplemental: Novel(s) and or short story(ies) as selected by instructor 
 
Exit Skills 
Students having successfully completed this course exit with the following skills, competencies and/or 
knowledge: 
1) Critically read and discuss a work of fantasy or science fiction using appropriate vocabulary. 
2) Compare major aspects of science fiction when they appear in a work of science fiction. 
3) Recognize and analyze in writing the theme of a work of fantasy or science fiction. 
4) Critically read and evaluate in writing a work of fantasy or science fiction according to its general 

purpose (whether to entertain, inform or illuminate) and how effectively it attains its general 
purpose. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Describe the components of science fiction/fantasy fiction as well as its evolution and relationship 

to other genres in terms of theme, writing style and conventions. 
2) Analyze literary components such as title significance, character evolution, central conflict, 

symbolism. 
3) Evaluate in writing the general purpose of a work of fantasy and science fiction regardless of its 

topics, thematic content or style of presentation to assess how it instructs and offers opportunities 
for learning and reaction. 
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