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ENGLISH 221 – BRITISH LITERATURE I 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Survey of British literature from the Anglo Saxon period to the Romantic period. Students will read and 
interpret literature from historical, social, and philosophical perspectives and according to various 
schools of critical theory. A typical syllabus might include Geoffrey Chaucer, William Langland, Edmund 
Spenser, William Shakespeare, Ben Johnson, John Milton, Lady Mary Wroth, Aphra Behn, and 
Jonathan Swift. 
 
Prerequisite 
“C” grade or higher or “Pass” in ENGL 120 or equivalent 
 
Recommended Preparation 
“C” grade or higher or “Pass” in ENGL 122 or equivalent 
 
Entrance Skills 
Without the following skills, competencies and/or knowledge, students entering this course will be 
highly unlikely to succeed: 
1) Critically read and analyze a text at the college level. 
2) Write college level essays which include an introduction, conclusion, thesis statement, and textual 

support; familiarity with MLA format. 
3) Recognize major literary genres and their respective properties and use this knowledge in the 

analysis of literature. 
 
Course Content 
Presents the development of literature of the British Isles through the end of the eighteenth century 
by examining the following periods: Anglo Saxon, Middle Ages, Elizabethan, and Jacobean Ages, and 
the eighteenth century Enlightenment. The influence of early Germanic origins on both the language 
and culture of the people is examined as well as later continental and neoclassical influences upon the 
emerging forms and themes of English literature. Literature is presented against the background of 
those developments. Students will learn literary terms related to material studied and the period. 
Critical theory will be used to enhance understanding. 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Identify themes and stylistic characteristics of major writers of the British Isles from the Romantic 

Period through the present, such as Geoffrey Chaucer, William Langland, Edmund Spenser, William 
Shakespeare, Ben Johnson, John Milton, Lady Mary Wroth, Aphra Behn, and Jonathan Swift. 

2) Describe the literary forms−e.g., lyric poetry, the drama, the short story, novel−both in terms of 
their formal characteristics and their place in the development of English literature in both oral 
and written analysis. 

3) Utilize vocabulary necessary for engaging in thoughtful analysis of the assigned literature in class 
discussion and written assignments. 

4) Articulate knowledge of the historical, social, and philosophical context in both oral and written 
analysis to gain understanding of the literature. 

5) Participate in critical discussions about literature in which students situate individual literary texts 
and major writers in their larger historical, cultural, social, and stylistic contexts. 

6) Write critical analyses of the literature by making a claim (thesis) and supporting it with specific 
textual evidence and secondary sources, documented in MLA format. 
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Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration or, where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Quizzes and tests that require students to use necessary vocabulary to discuss individual texts as 

well as the historical, social, philosophical, and aesthetic contexts of literary texts, and situate 
those texts in their larger contexts. 

2) Quizzes and tests in which students demonstrate their knowledge of the major literary periods, the 
styles and subjects of major writers, and the various literary forms. 

3) Journals in which students respond to the literature and select relevant quotations to support 
their interpretations. 

4) Literary essays, written in correct MLA format, in which students use thesis statements and specific 
evidence from the texts and secondary sources to support a thoughtful analysis of the historical, 
social, philosophical and/or stylistic meaning of the literature. 

5) Reflection activities in which students examine their own learning and writing processes. 
6) Participation in class discussions in which students critically analyze literary periods, major writers, 

and literary forms, and the context in which the literature was produced and experienced. 
Discussion will also focus on students’ interpretations of the texts and how students make 
meaning of the literature and connect the literature to their own lives and cultures. 

 
Special Materials Required of Student 
Collegiate dictionary 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
Smart classroom 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Lecture and discussion 
2) Small group discussion, exercises 
3) Peer commentary 
4) Journals 
5) Response papers 
6) Essays 
7) Literary analysis paper 
8) Oral presentations 
9) Self assessment 
 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Reading 
2) Journals 
3) Essays 
4) Research 
 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative example): Greenblatt, et al. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 

10th edition. W.W. Norton, 2018. 
2) Supplemental: Novel(s) and other literary texts chosen by instructor 
 
Exit Skills 
Students having successfully completed this course exit with the following skills, competencies and/or 
knowledge: 
1) Identify themes and stylistic characteristics of major writers of the British Isles from the Old English 

Period through the end of the 18th century. 
2) Recognize the literary forms−e.g., drama, the sonnet, the epic, satire−in terms of their formal 

characteristics and their place in the development of British literature. 
3) Correctly use literary terms and ideas in discussion and writing. 
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4) Interpret the works in question against a background of historical, social, and philosophical 

developments of the time. 
5) Analyze and understand the specific formal and thematic characteristics of the major writers 

studied and recognize their relationship to the writers who preceded and followed them. 
6) Write critical analysis essays, stating a thesis and supporting it with information within the text and 

from outside sources; MLA format. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Analyze themes and stylistic characteristics of major writers of the British Isles from the Old English 

Period to the Romantic Period, with attention to relevant historical, social and/or philosophical 
context. 

2) Interpret the significance of literary forms (lyric poetry, the drama, the short story, the novel) in 
terms of their formal characteristics and their place in the development of English literature. 


