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POLITICAL SCIENCE 130 – INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Survey of the field of international relations. Students will be introduced to the major theories of 
international relations and will learn to apply them to contemporary problems in world politics. Issues 
examined include global peace and security, international political economy, international law and 
organization, sustainable development, and human rights. 
 
Prerequisite 
None 
 
Course Content 
1) Theories of international relations 
2) Actors in international relations 
3) The evolution of the international system 
4) Nationalism and transnationalism 
5) War and peace 
6) International law 
7) National and international security 
8) Sustainable development 
9) Human rights 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Identify major thinkers in international relations and apply their theories to contemporary 

international relations problems. 
2) Define and analyze the role of different actors in the international system such as the nation-state, 

transnational movements, non-governmental organizations, international organizations, 
multinational corporations, and individuals. 

3) Evaluate how social, cultural and economic phenomena impact relations between nation-states. 
4) Analyze the changing nature of the challenges facing the international community in the post-Cold 

War era. 
5) Identify the major stages in the development of the international system. 
 
Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration or, where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Formative or summative quizzes 
2) Written assessments: short answers or essays 
3) Discussion posts and replies, in-class or online 
4) Analysis of peer-reviewed journal articles 
5) Simulations 
6) Projects, individual or group-based 
7) Research papers or projects 
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Special Materials Required of Student 
None 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
1) Smart classroom with current world and regional political maps 
2) Preferred: Technology Enabled Active Learning classroom 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Lecture 
2) Small and large group discussions 
3) Individual and group projects 
4) Individual, small, and large-scale simulations 
5) Guest speakers 
6) Learning management systems for: 

a. Individual and group assignments 
b. Class discussions 
c. Formative and summative quizzes 
d. Individual reflections 

 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Individual and group assignments can include: 

a. Analysis and interpretation of chapters in assigned text 
b. Analysis of current events 
c. Analysis of diversity, equity, and inclusion and its relation to course content 
d. Analysis of peer-review journal articles 
e. Public policy-related project 

 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative example): Frieden, Jeffry A., David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz. 2018. 

World Politics: Interests, Interactions, Institutions. 4th ed. W. W. Norton & Company. 
2) Supplemental: None 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Identify the traditional concepts of realism, liberalism, and constructivism and contemporary 

framework of interest, interactions, and institutions. 
2) Summarize the historical roots and contemporary evolution of international relations and politics. 
3) Apply normative and positive approaches to the study of international relations and politics, 

particularly wealth and poverty, human rights, and the environment. 
4) Analyze existing applications of political science to topics such as international institutions, state 

behavior, and international public policy. 
5) Evaluate the similarities, differences, and relationships between international law and norms and 

international trade, finance, monetary relations. 


