Using Canvas Outcomes to Assess

Student Learning Outcomes
Detailed Guide

All steps below have written instructions and a how-to video. You can also view the
entire playlist of how-to videos on YouTube and the one-page quick guide for assessing
SLOs using Canvas Outcomes.

Questions? Contact Rachel Polakoski, Outcomes Assessment Co-Coordinator, or
Amber Toland Perry, Instructional Design Technology Specialist.
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Getting Started

1. Be sure you are using up-to-date SLOs. Look up the Student Learning Outcomes
(SLOs) on the Course Outline of Record for your course. These are the official SLOs that
need to be assessed. These SLOs should be listed in your course syllabus. If you want
to change the course SLOs, please contact your department chair.

2. ldentify/create assessments for each SLOs.

a. Here are some different ways to assess learning outcomes. Do you already have
assessments that fit the SLOs? Great! Identify which assessments align with
each SLO.

b. We want to make sure we assess all SLOs for a given course, so make sure that
each SLO is covered by at least one assessment.



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkSRsJHbTvgfN04VqIz51meMj8c_loUF0
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGixTSxMoQ/Ws7cVm3eFzuUdeAfEpGymA/view?utm_content=DAGixTSxMoQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h83bb94d892
mailto:rachel.polakoski@gcccd.edu
mailto:amber.tolandperry@gcccd.edu
https://www.cuyamaca.edu/faculty-staff-resources/academic-senate/curriculum/outlines/index.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MoG3IXomhwbmdEmdhDVDlPiI7YbRraCi/edit#heading=h.qdekwd8koqs

c. Equity-minded assessment tip: Give students multiple opportunities to show that
they’ve accomplished the SLO. Many faculty tend to put SLO questions on a final
assessment. Instead, or in addition to this strategy, plan for ways to assess the
SLOs throughout the course at multiple points.

3. Add your assessments to Canvas (if not already there). If you are new to using
Canvas, get started in the CC Faculty Resources Canvas shell in the Module: Canvas
Basics. Amber Toland Perry, our Instructional Design Technology Specialist, can help
with any Canvas questions.

a. Create a quiz

i. Canvas Quizzes Overview
b. Create an assignment and an assignment rubric.
i.  Canvas Assignment Overview
ii. Byte sized Canvas: How Rubrics Can Inspire Your Students' Best Work
iii.  Grading Rubric Strateqgies
iv.  Five Steps for Creating a Rubric

v.  How to add a rubric to an assignment in Canvas
4. Attach SLOs to the assignments in Canvas. Follow the steps below!

Step 1: Add Outcomes to your Canvas course.

Video Instructions for Adding Outcomes to Your Course

On the Canvas course navigation menu, click Outcomes

Click Find

Click Account Standards

Then click on your department.

IMPORTANT: Select the most recent year file to ensure you use the most
up-to-date outcomes.

e Click “+Add” next to each outcome you want to add to your course. Then click
Done.

Step 2: Enable the Learning Mastery Gradebook &
How To View It

Video Instructions for Enabling the Learning Mastery Gradebook
On the course navigation menu, click Settings
Using the tabs along the top, click Feature Previews
Next to the Learning Mastery Gradebook click on the red “x” to turn it into a green
checkmark.
o This allows the instructor to track student progress on learning outcomes.
Students cannot see this gradebook. If you want to enable students to



https://gcccd.instructure.com/courses/10582
mailto:amber.tolandperry@gcccd.edu
https://gcccd.instructure.com/courses/10582/pages/quizzes-overview?module_item_id=157503
https://gcccd.instructure.com/courses/10582/pages/assignments-overview?module_item_id=30765
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DtsCMBHXWrwY&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccf4a90500693434dbcc008dd84201e44%7C29eb4092cc454f0089bca444189b8fca%7C0%7C0%7C638811995657544296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ustYJmLx4%2F0xP72hXyUJbxUhru9ZPOQPa0NZh3F%2FFKU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unr.edu/digital-learning/tools-and-technologies/webcampus/grading-rubric-strategies
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B9M2u3V706TyxRTnNXi1kaDWHtYO074B/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108469571942846368207&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Ft5%2FInstructor-Guide%2FHow-do-I-add-a-rubric-to-an-assignment%2Fta-p%2F1058&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccf4a90500693434dbcc008dd84201e44%7C29eb4092cc454f0089bca444189b8fca%7C0%7C0%7C638811995657559777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H47JeeTqgfCijRIGPpr2nT5S1Ty1Nuz2Mka%2Bh1yDjGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/XYI2cH60F78
https://youtu.be/TFWkrU4pjyg

see their progress on learning outcomes, next to Student Learning
Mastery Gradebook, click on the red “x” to turn it into a green checkmark.
e To view the Learning Mastery Gradebook, go to Grades in the course navigation
menu. Click the dropdown menu arrow next to Gradebook. Select Learning
Mastery...
e To switch back to the Gradebook view, click on the dropdown menu arrow next to

Learning Mastery. Select Gradebook

Step 3: Aligning SLOs to Assessments

Once you have imported Outcomes to your course (Step 1 above), you can attach them
to any assessment either through a rubric or quiz in your course. Here’s how:

Step 3a: Using Rubrics to Assess SLOs

e Video Instructions for Adding SLOs to Rubrics
e Option One: Create Rubric from a specific assignment page

o Open Assignment

o Select “Add Rubric’--for assignments, this is toward the bottom of the
page. For discussion boards and quizzes, you will need to click the
Options icon (three dots on the top right, next to the Edit button) and
select either the Add Rubric or Show Rubric link.

o To find an existing rubric, click the Find a Rubric link and select an existing
rubric. Select Use this rubric.
To edit an unused rubric or to select rubric settings, click the Edit icon.
Click the Find Outcome link.
Locate and select the outcome you want to align.

m Note: We suggest you uncheck the box for Use this criterion for
scoring. This will allow you to create a rubric that fits your particular
teaching style since outcomes uploaded at the Program Level can’t
be edited or modified at the Course Level.

e Unchecking this checkbox means the point value will not be
factored into the rubric. The criterion point value will not be
displayed after the rubric is updated.

e If you want to use the criterion for scoring, click the Use this
criterion for scoring checkbox. Selecting this checkbox
displays the point value of the criterion directly in the rubric
and contributes to the overall rubric point value.

o Click the Import button
o Click the OK button.


https://youtu.be/2xKgX9UfeEc

o Click the Update Rubric button
e Option Two: Create from the “Rubric” page on the course navigation menu:
o Click Rubrics on the left-hand course navigation menu.
o Click the name of a rubric if you are working with an existing rubric or
select Add Rubric to create a new one.
For existing rubrics, click the Edit Rubric button.
Click the Find Outcome link.
Locate and select the outcome you want to align.

m Note: We suggest you uncheck the box for Use this criterion for
scoring. This will allow you to create a rubric that fits your particular
teaching style since outcomes uploaded at the Program Level can’t
be edited or modified at the Course Level.

e Unchecking this checkbox means the point value will not be
factored into the rubric. The criterion point value will not be
displayed after the rubric is updated.

e If you want to use the criterion for scoring, click the Use this
criterion for scoring checkbox. Selecting this checkbox
displays the point value of the criterion directly in the rubric
and contributes to the overall rubric point value.

o Click the Import button
o Click the OK button.
o Click the Update Rubric button

Step 3b: Using “Classic Quizzes” to Assess SLOs

Video Instructions for Adding SLOs to Classic Quizzes
In Course Navigation, click the Quizzes link.
Click the Options icon (3 vertical dot menu on the upper right-hand side) and
click the Manage Question Banks link.
e Create a new question bank and/or click the title of the existing question bank to
be aligned with the Outcome.
Click the Align Outcome button on the right-hand side.
Choose the Outcome from the listed Outcomes. Set the mastery level by typing
in the percent field.
o The mastery level is the percentage score that a student has to earn
before you consider the student to have mastered the outcome. For
example, a mastery score of 60 means that the student has to earn a 60%
or higher on the aligned quiz questions. This score is only calculated using
questions from the aligned question bank.
e Click the Import button to align the Outcome with the Question Bank



https://youtu.be/8FCcXeQ27SA

Step 3c: Using “New Quizzes” to Assess SLOs

Video instructions for adding SLOs to New Quizzes
WARNING! As of March 2025, the Nuventive and Canvas connection does
not work for New Quizzes. Any outcomes assessed using New Quizzes will
not be reflected in the Nuventive SLO Dashboard. Canvas has said this is
something they plan to update and fix in the 2025 calendar year.
e Step A: How to change a classic quiz into a new quiz in Canvas
o Find a classic quiz (rocket ship outline not filled in) and click on the
three-dot options menu.
o Select Migrate. Canvas will create a copy of the classic quiz in the New
Quiz format. Both will remain in your course.
e Step B: Align Outcomes to a New Quiz
o In Course Navigation, click the Quizzes link.
m Note: You can also access quizzes from the Assignments page.
To align an outcome to a quiz question, find the quiz you want to open
To open New Quizzes from an existing quiz, click the Options icon (3
vertical dots) and then click the Build link.
o i: Attach the SLO to a quiz question

m Find the question you want to align an SLO to and click the Edit
icon (pencil). Note: You can also edit the question by clicking
anywhere in the body of the question.

m Below the question content, there is a drop-down menu titled Align
to Outcomes. Expand it by clicking on the small arrow, then click
anywhere in the Align to Outcomes section.

m Click the checkbox next to the outcome you want to attach

m Click the Confirm Alignments button

o ii: Attach the SLO to an entire quiz.

m Click the Outcomes button (target symbol in the upper right-hand
corner.

m Click anywhere in the Align Institution outcomes to this Quiz section

m Click the checkbox next to the outcome you want to attach

m Click the Align Selected button

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. After | migrate a Classic Quiz to a New Quiz in Canvas and link it to SLOs, do | need to
unpublish the Classic Quiz?
a. Yes! Students need to engage with the New Quiz with SLOs attached. If students
take the Classic Quiz, Canvas will not record SLO data. You should unpublish the
Classic Quiz and publish and assign the New Quiz.



https://youtu.be/mHxyFkq1WM0

2. luse an external integration to Canvas to create my quizzes (My Open Math, Pearson
MyLab, etc). How can | align SLOs to these quizzes?

a. Since the external integrations create assignments in Canvas, you would need to
attach a rubric to it to assess SLOs. This would mean that after the student takes
the quiz, the teacher would need to manually return to the quiz and open speed
grader and click the SLO rubric for each student. Because of this very manual
process, it is recommended that you use the Canvas Classic Quiz or New Quiz
features to set up your quizzes that assess SLOs. All other non-SLO quizzes are
fine to use through the external integration.

3. My students are doing something in class where | visually assess their mastery of the
SLO (i.e. lab skill, athletic/music/theater performance). How can | use Canvas to track
this?

a. [Response coming soon!]

4. My students have taken a Classic Quiz already. | realized that one (or more) of the
questions on the quiz are appropriate for assessing and SLO. Can | assess the SLO
after my students have already taken the classic quiz?

a. [Response coming soon]

Canvas Outcomes Resources

How do | find an existing outcome to add to a course?
How do | align an outcome with a guestion bank?
How do | view all aligned items and artifacts within an outcome?

How do | view the outcomes results report for an individual student in a
course?

e How do | use the Learning Mastery Gradebook to view outcome results in a

course?

e How do | view outcomes or student results individually in the Learning
Mastery Gradebook?

Canvas General Resources

e General quidance on using Rubrics
° neral quidan n_usin | i izz

e General guidance on using New Quizzes



https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-find-an-existing-outcome-to-add-to-a-course/ta-p/866
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-align-an-outcome-with-a-question-bank/ta-p/790
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-all-aligned-items-and-artifacts-within-an-outcome/ta-p/669
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-the-outcomes-results-report-for-an-individual/ta-p/860
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-the-outcomes-results-report-for-an-individual/ta-p/860
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Learning-Mastery-Gradebook-to-view-outcome/ta-p/775
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Learning-Mastery-Gradebook-to-view-outcome/ta-p/775
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-outcomes-or-student-results-individually-in-the/ta-p/1094
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-outcomes-or-student-results-individually-in-the/ta-p/1094
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/tkb-p/Instructor#Rubrics
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/tkb-p/Instructor#Quizzes
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/tkb-p/Instructor#NewQuizzes
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