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Housing Programs Overview

 Emergency/Bridge Housing

Hotel Bridge

Student Safe Parking
 Emergency/Transitional Housing

 Rapid Rehousing

 Homelessness Prevention

 Move-in costs

Casa Cuyamaca



Hotel Bridge Program

In partnership with the Hampton Inn & Suites

 Serves as emergency shelter for those who are “in between” stable housing.

 Serves as bridge housing for those who need more housing assistance.

 Bridge housing “bridges the gap” between being unhoused and housed.

 Eligibility:

 1 unit at Cuyamaca College

 Experiencing homelessness or living in an unsafe environment

 Must have an avenue out of the hotel program

 Must not be eligible for Safe Parking

 Length of Stay:

 Depends on the level of need



Student Safe Parking

In partnership with Crisis House

 Serves as emergency shelter for those who living in their car.

 Serves as transitional housing for those who need more housing assistance.

 Contributes to the transition from living in car/van to Crisis House shelters, Hotel 
Bridge Program, or Casa Cuyamaca

 Eligibility:

 1 unit at Cuyamaca College

 Experiencing homelessness and living in car/van

 Must not have a dependent, support person or pet with them

 Length of Stay:

 Depends on the level of need



Casa Cuyamaca – Rapid Rehousing

In partnership with Home Start, Inc.
 Serves as long term housing

 Serves as rental assistance for those who qualify.

 Up to one year of rental assistance

 Eligibility:

 Half-time at Cuyamaca College

 Experiencing homelessness or living in an unsafe environment

 Must be employed or have stable income that can grow to take over rent

 Must not be in first semester, or last. Must have at least one year left at Cuyamaca 

 CEP required

 Must be making SAP by the second quarter of rental assistance

Fall 2025
 Permanently housed 5 students



Casa Cuyamaca – Rapid Rehousing

How it works:

 Students work with a case manager/housing navigator at Home Start

 Once a viable home is found, Home Start provides the leasing agent with a 
promissory note and a letter of support from Cuyamaca Cares.

 This program allows us to bypass low credit scores, and ineligible income

 We pay all move-in costs (deposit, first month, application fees)

 We begin paying full (or close to full) rent, then quarter by quarter, we pay 
less and less, the student pays more and more.

 This allows the student to build up to being self-sustaining

 Throughout the year, the student meets with Cuyamaca Cares, Home Start, 
mental health, and general counseling to stay on track with academic goals.

 At the end of the year lease, that apartment is now the students’ to keep.



Casa Cuyamaca – Prevention

Homelessness Prevention
 Serves as emergency rental assistance

 Eviction prevention; prevents a student from becoming unhoused

 Eligibility:

 1 unit at Cuyamaca College

 Issued an pay-or-quit eviction notice, in the student’s name

 Landlord must have a w9

Fall 2025
 Prevented the eviction of 2 students



Casa Cuyamaca – Move-in Costs

Why?
 Some students make enough money to pay rent, but:

 May not meet the income requirements to move in

 May not meet the credit requirements to move in

 Eligibility:
 1 unit at Cuyamaca College

 Show proof of income for future rent payments

 Landlord must have a w9

 Student must complete a financial literacy training

Fall 2025
 Permanently housed 2 students



• Assisted 109 students in their journey off the 
street or out of unsafe spaces

• Housed 82 students

Since the start, the Basic Rights 
Center has:



No matter what a student says, the first step is 
always the housing intake form.

How you can continue to help:



Questions?

Kaylin.rosal@gcccd.edu
Cuyamaca.edu/Cuyamaca-cares 

mailto:Kaylin.rosal@gcccd.edu


HIGH AT RISK RESPONSE TRIAGE 

HOW TO REPORT A CONCERN

If you’re concerned about a student’s safety or
well-being, the HARRT Team is here to help.

To share a concern about a student in distress or in 
potential danger, please use the Incident Reporting 

Form on the Student Engagement & Belonging 
webpage: cuyamaca.edu/harrt-team.

This form is the official way to notify the HARRT 
Team and provides a consistent method for 
documenting and responding to concerning 

behaviors

http://www.cuyamaca.edu/harrt-team




Thank you!

Lauren.Vaknin@gcccd.edu
Cuyamaca.edu/harrt-team 

mailto:Lauren.Vaknin@gcccd.edu
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