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"My decision to register women
confirms what is already obvious
throughout our society-that women
are now providing all types of, skills
in every projession. The military

should be no exception.”

FMR. PRESIDENT CARTER
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SINCE THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR women have been proudly serving and making

important contributions to the U.S. military. Here are just a few of their stories.
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https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/deborah-sampson
https://www.history.com/news/harriet-tubman-combahee-ferry-raid-civil-war
https://www.history.com/news/harriet-tubman-facts-daring-raid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Nurse_Corps
https://warmsouthernbreeze.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/remember-american-nurses-100-years-ago-ww-is-first-casualties-edith-ayers-helen-woods/

HOW THE MILITARY'S PERSONIFICATION OF WOMEN HELPED

SHAPE GENDER STEREOTYPES IN THE U.S.

Recruitment posters since the age of the pin-up girl have been used AT
to entice men into joining the armed forces with a promise of ; n\,ig}‘“wﬁ'm_. Photo to the left:
becoming more desirable to women. While this may have worked for e World War | Navy
enlistment numbers, it solidified how the U.S. viewed the women of recruitment poster.
this country. Portraying them in a sexual manner was meant to
excite men and to remind women of their place. These portrayals
suggested that a woman does not have a place IN the military, but
does have a place in boosting the morale of the male service
members. This ideology is one that fueled antiquated gender norms
and perpetuates the treatment of many women today.

Photo below: World
War Il Army Air Corps
recruitment poster.

Current societal views of women in the military are indicative of the views during the
world wars; women have been viewed by many as objects meant to serve the men
that serve, and not as sisters-at-arms. There is no better example of this than the
occurances of military sexual trauma against female service members: In 2018 alone,
13,000 female service members were sexually assaulted, not including the vast
majority that went unreported. The rate of military sexual trauma between 2016 and
2018 jumped to its highest level since 2006. 64% of those who report their attack
suffer retaliation from their attacker, and 1/3 of survivors are discharged with "other
than honorable". More times than not, the attacker will not face charges but will
simply be reassigned.

Rosie the Riveter is a cultural icon of the World War Il era, depicting the
strength of women entering the workforce while the majority of working-age
men were off to war. Although as the years passed, Rosie the Riveter would
become a symbol of strong and independent women, it was never intended to
empower women passed the war. Rosie was meant to persuade women into
working temporarily while the war was ongoing, and subsequently fade
gracefully back into the homemaker role as the men returned.

We Can Do It!

The U.S. military fiercely underestimated the power of this propaganda and

the will of women. Rosie the Riveter, and all that she represented, paved the
way for what would later become a gender revolution, and the ever-present
fight for gender equality that surges on today.
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basis of sex. Locke.


https://history.army.mil/brochures/WAC/WAC.HTM
https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/wome-of-courage-tenenacity-strength
https://history.army.mil/html/topics/afam/6888thPBn/index.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/frontiero-v-richardson-3529461
https://www.domore2gether.org/notablealumni
https://www.domore2gether.org/notablealumni
https://www.hillandponton.com/facts-on-military-sexual-trauma-and-statistics/
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/rosie-the-riveter

BREAKING "BRASS" CEILINGS FOR DECADES

ANGELS OF BATAAN 1942

Also known as the "Battle Belles of Bataan", this group of nurses were members
of the Army Nurse Corps and the Navy Nurse Corps, stationed in the Philippines
at the onset of the Pacific War during World War Il. During the Battle of the
Philippines, when Bataan and Corregidor fell, 77 nurses were captured and
imprisoned in Manila along with American troops.

Imprisoned at Santo Tomas Internment Camp, the Angels of Bataan, led by Lt.
Josie Nesbit, would continue to work around the clock, caring for the injured. The
Japanese Imperial Army fed them only 700 calories a day, so the nurses began
cooking flowers and roots in creams to sustain the prisoners. They were finally
liberated in 1945. All 77 nurses made it out alive.

PUERTO RICAN WOMEN OF WWII 1944

When the U.S. entered into World War Il, Puerto Rican women were not allowed
into the Women's Army or Navy Nurses Corps. At this time Puerto Ricans were
citizens not protected by the constitution. However, in 1944, the Army sent
recruiters to the island to recruit no more than 200 women for a segregated
unit in New York which would plan international shipping of goods.

That same year, the Army Nurse Corps decided to allow Puerto Rican women to
join to handle the language barriers in hospitals. Among them were Carmen
Contreras-Bozak who became the first Hispanic interpreter in WAC, and LTJC
Maria Rodriguez Denton who would become the first Puerto Rican female
officer in the U.S. Navy.

CAPTAIN VERNICE ARMOUR, USMC

After her commission as a 2nd Lieutenant, Captain Armour would attend
flight school in Corpus Christi, Texas and Pensacola, Florida, earning her
wings 2001 and becoming the Marine Corps first Black female pilot. From
flight school she would be stationed at USMC Camp Pendleton, CA.

In 2003, she flew with HMLA-169 during the invasion of Iraq and there she
would become the U.S. Armed Force's first Black female combat pilot.

Captain Armour would go on to complete two combat tours in the Gulf.
Hoorah.
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https://www.history.com/news/the-angels-of-bataan-and-corregidor-70-years-later
https://www.military.com/history/lt-josephine-nesbit.html
https://www.military.com/history/lt-josephine-nesbit.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/military/history-making-first-female-army-rangers-graduate-n413766
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/us/female-marines-boot-camp-training.html
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/national/military-news/women-train-at-mcrd/509-edf93715-7018-44c7-b00a-25f1a5cf0839
https://navalunderseamuseum.org/undersea-pioneers/
https://navalunderseamuseum.org/submarine-dolphins/
https://foundationforwomenwarriors.org/vernice-armour-captain-u-s-marine-corps/
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Carmen_Contreras-Bozak
http://www.somosprimos.com/tony/tonynavy.htm

