
Welcome to Pre-Calc Math 176+076 – section 9989 and 9990 
I'm Scott Eckert and I am your teacher for this course.  I believe that our class is a joint effort.  We are all 
learning in this environment together (I am learning right along with you).  I believe in you and that you 
can do this course and rise to meet the challenges that it throws at you.  Together, through our good hard 
work, sustained effort and common belief that we can all grow our brains in this process, we can reach 
success at the end and make a big jump forward on your educational goals. 

But... first some remarks about our current situation ... 

 

The "New Normal", hopefully this being the last semester. 
Given the “new normal” we are all trying to get used to online learning during this time of school 
closures.  
I’d like to share the following principles for our class this semester. 

1. Nobody signed up for this. 

•  
o Not for the sickness, not for the social distancing, not for the sudden change to our school 

experience. 
o Not for remote learning, not for teaching remotely, not for learning from home, not for 

mastering new technologies, not for varied access to learning materials 

2. The humane option is the best option. 

•  
o We are going to prioritize supporting each other as humans 
o We are going to prioritize simple solutions that make sense for the most 
o We are going to prioritize sharing resources and communicating clearly 

3. We will remain flexible and adjust to the situation. 

•  
o Nobody knows where this is going and what we’ll need to adapt to next 
o Everybody (me included) needs support and understanding in these unusual times 

(*Principles borrowed and adapted from Chapel Hill University) 

4. Since everything is online, you will need to make extra time and give extra attention to 
READING information and instructions.   
         So start by reading the syllabus details carefully. 
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