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CUYAMACA COLLEGE 
COURSE OUTLINE OF RECORD 

 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 120 – WORLD RELIGIONS 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Introduction to the teachings, major figures, attitudes and practices of world religions. 
 
Prerequisite 
None 
 
Course Content 
1) Basic Religions 

a. Characteristics 
b. American Indian religions 
c. African religions 

2) Religions Originating in India 
a. Hinduism 
b. Jainism 
c. Buddhism 
d. Sikhism 

3) Religions Originating in China and Japan 
a. Chinese religions 
b. Shinto 

4) Religions Originating in the Middle East 
a. Zoroastrianism 
b. Judaism 
c. Christianity 
d. Islam 
e. Baha’i 

 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Define religion in light of the diverse perspectives represented in the world’s religions. 
2) Identify and explain the common features of primal (tribal, basic) religions. 
3) Compare and contrast the worldviews espoused by the various religious traditions of the world. 
4) Identify and explain the essential characteristics of the major religions. 
5) Compare similarities between major religions by examining their myths and symbols. 
6) Compare and contrast the central concepts and practices of major religions. 
 
Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration or, where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Exams and quizzes that measure students’ ability to identify, describe, and explain the major 

religions and their core beliefs, features, and practices. 
2) Essays, research assignments, and/or critical reading journals that measure students’ ability to 

apply course vocabulary and concepts to discussions about religion. 
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3) Reports which measure students’ ability to describe, analyze, and reflect on field experiences that 
bring them into direct personal contact with the practices and practitioners of the world’s religions. 
Such reports on field experiences shall be regarded as normative for this course. 

4) Homework assignments that measure students’ ability to identify, explain, compare, and contrast 
the key concepts of the course. 

 
Special Materials Required of Student 
None 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
Smart classroom 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Lecture and discussion 
2) Field activities: visits to relevant religious organizations and sites 
 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Essays and written assignments that identify and explore the philosophical perspectives of the 

various world religions 
2) Written homework assignments (worksheets, journals, etc.) that summarize and/or reflect upon 

the assigned reading materials 
3) Reports on field experiences that bring the student into first-hand contact with the religious 

traditions studied in class 
 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative examples): 

a. Young, William. The World’s Religions. 4th edition. Pearson, 2013. 
b. Smith, Huston. The World’s Religions. Revised edition. Harper One, 2009. 
c. Neusner, Jacob, ed. World Religions in America. 4th edition. Westminster John Knox, 2010. 

2) Supplemental: None 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Identify and explain the essential characteristics of the respective religions. 
2) Correctly apply and explain the philosophical concepts and language that are typically employed to 

discuss comparative religion. 
3) Compare and contrast the worldviews espoused by the various religious traditions. 


