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Spanish 141  Spanish and Latin American Cultures 
 
3 hours lecture, 3 units 
 
Catalog Description 
Survey of the major characteristics of Spanish, Latin American and Chicano cultures as reflected in 
literature, the arts, philosophy, and folklore. Topics include the lived experiences; traditions; family 
structure and gender roles; racialization and discrimination; social stratification; social struggles that 
led to emigration; and contributions of Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano cultures in the United 
States. 
 
Prerequisite 
None 
 
Course Content 
1) Development of Spanish culture from pre-Roman times to the present 
2) Development of Latin American cultures from pre-Colombian times to the present and as it is 

manifested in the United States 
3) Analysis of Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano contributions to society at large 
4) Discussion of cultural differences and similarities between Spain, Latin America, and Chicanos in 

the United States 
5) Discussion of inequalities related to gender, race, and social and economic status 
6) Survey of major historical events affecting Spanish, Latin American, and Chicanos 
7) Interpretation of Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano attitudes, actions, customs, and beliefs as 

manifested in contemporary society 
8) Selected works of literature which reflect aspects of Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano cultures 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1) Discuss Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano cultural developments. 
2) Compare and contrast important aspects of Euro-American Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano 

cultures. 
3) Enumerate Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano contributions to society at large. 
4) Demonstrate orally and in writing general knowledge of differences and similarities between the 

cultures of Spain, Latin America, Chicanos, and other Latinos in the United States. 
5) Summarize major historical events affecting Spanish, Latin Americans, and Chicanos in the United 

States. 
6) Evaluate the role of Chicano culture as part of the American and Latin American experience. 
7) Analyze examples of prose, drama, and poetry, which reflect Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano 

cultures. 
 
Method of Evaluation 
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will be 
based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements for 
evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration, or where appropriate, the symbol 
system. 
1) Periodic written quizzes (objective, essay) 
2) Oral presentation 
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3) Research paper 
4) Final exam (written) 
 
Special Materials Required of Student 
None 
 
Minimum Instructional Facilities 
Smart classroom with writing boards. 
 
Method of Instruction 
1) Cooperative learning strategies 
2) Lecture and group discussion 
3) Individual and group projects 
4) Films, music, multimedia presentations 
 
Out-of-Class Assignments 
1) Reading assignments 
2) Written assignments 
3) Preparation for oral presentations 
4) Online written and/or video discussion boards 
5) Library and internet research 
 
Texts and References 
1) Required (representative examples):  

a. Sanabria, Harry. The Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean, 2nd Ed. New York, NY: 
Routledge, 2019.  

b. Augenbraum, Harold. The Latino Reader. Charles, IL: Houghton Mifflin, 1997.  
c. Flores, Angel. First Spanish Reader. New York, NY: Dover Publications, 1998.  
d. Anaya, Rudolfo. Cuentos Chicanos: A Short Story Anthology. Albuquerque, NM: University of 

New Mexico Press, 1991 
2) Supplemental: Short stories, articles, authentic texts from different cultures, bibliography, and 

videography provided by instructor. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Compare and contrast important aspects of Spanish, Latin American and Chicano cultures. 
2) Analyze and discuss major historical events affecting Spanish, Latin Americans, and Chicanos in the 

United States. 
3) Apply critical thinking skills to analyze, interpret, and discuss examples of literature and art, which 

reflect Spanish, Latin American, and Chicano cultures and their struggle to build a just and 
equitable society. 


